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Velcade (bortezomib) 
 
Override(s) Approval Duration 
Prior Authorization 1 year 

 
Medications 
Velcade (bortezomib) 

 
 
APPROVAL CRITERIA  
 
Requests for Velcade (bortezomib) may be approved if the following criteria are met:  
 

I. Individual has a diagnosis of one of the following: 
 
A. Multiple myeloma; OR  
B. Mantle cell lymphoma; OR  
C. Peripheral T-cell lymphomas (that is, peripheral T-cell lymphoma  
 [PTCL], anaplastic large cell lymphoma [ALCL], or angioimmunoblastic  
 T cell lymphoma [AITL]) as therapy for refractory or relapsed disease  
 (NCCN 2B); OR  
D. Waldenstrӧm’s macroglobulinemia/lymphoplasmacytic lymphoma (NCCN 

2A); OR 
E. Relapsed or refractory Philadelphia chromosome negative T-cell acute 

lymphoblastic leukemia (T-ALL) (NCCN 2A); OR 
F. Castleman’s Disease (NCCN 2A); OR 
G. T-Cell Lymphomas (NCCN 2A); 
OR  
H. Systemic light chain amyloidosis (NCCN 2A); OR 
I. Other rare plasma cell dyscrasias requiring treatment, including but not 

limited to, POEMS (polyneuropathy, organomegaly, endocrinopathy, 
monoclonal gammopathy, and skin changes) syndrome (Dispenzieri 2017); 
OR 

J. Kaposi Sarcoma (NCCN 2A); OR 
K. Relapsed or Refractory Pediatric Hodgkin Lymphoma (NCCN 2A); OR 
L. Relapsed or Refractory Pediatric Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (NCCN 

2A).  
 
Requests for Velcade (bortezomib) may not be approved for the following:  
 

I. All other indications not included above, including, but not limited to: 
A. Chronic lymphocytic lymphoma (CLL); OR 
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B. Chronic myeloid leukemia (CML); OR 
C. Diffuse large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL); OR 
D. Follicular lymphoma (FL); OR 
E. Gastric and non-gastric mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue (MALT) 

lymphoma; OR 
F. Hodgkin lymphoma (HL); OR 
G. Mycosis fungoides/Sézary syndrome; OR 
H. Myelodysplastic syndrome; OR  
I. Neuroendocrine tumors (for example, carcinoid or islet cell tumors); OR 
J. Sarcoma (for example, osteosarcoma); OR 
K. Solid tumors (for example, biliary tract, colorectal, head and neck, metastatic 

melanoma (lung), non-small cell lung cancer [NSCLC], or pancreatic 
carcinoma); OR 

L. Solitary plasmacytoma.  
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Federal and state laws or requirements, contract language, and Plan utilization management programs or polices 
may take precedence over the application of this clinical criteria. 

 
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted, in any form or by any 
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, or otherwise, without permission from the health plan. 


